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The Lillehei Heart Institute at the University of Minnesota is built 

on the belief that faculty and physicians of many disciplines can be 

committed to one goal and lessen the toll of cardiovascular 

disease in all of us.  

Built on the legacy of University of Minnesota professors who 

blazed the trail in heart surgery; pioneered new therapies in heart 

failure; established the link between cholesterol and 

arteriosclerosis; and set the stage for world-renowned programs in 

organ transplantation, the Lillehei Heart Institute is a community of 

physicians and scientists brought together for one purposeêto 

cure heart disease.   
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Did you know that February is American Heart Month, and not just because of Valentine's Day? Every year since 1963 the 

President of the United States has proclaimed February as American Heart Month to help raise public awareness of the 

debilitating effects of heart disease. Even though most people associate heart disease with men, it's also the leading cause 

of death among women. To raise awareness of this fact, the American Heart Association's Go Red campaign aims to help 

women take action against heart disease. So wear your heart on your sleeve by wearing something red on Friday, February 

3rd, which is National Wear Red Day. 
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On May 11, 2011, the University of Minnesota broke ground on the construction of a new 60,000 square-foot Lillehei Heart 

Institute research facility to further enhance clinical and basic science research and development. This world-class 

cardiovascular research space is part of a state funded, multi-million dollar program committed to keeping Minnesota a 

leader in cardiovascular medicine.    
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As part of our goal to cure 

heart disease, the Lillehei 

Heart Institute holds an 

annual Spring gala to benefit 

cardiovascular care and 

research.  This gala, the òRed 

Hot Soir®e,ó is a black tie 

event held at the historic 

Depot  in  downtown 

Minneapolis.  This yearõs 

event will take place on April 

14th, and will be an 

extraordinary evening of 

dinner and entertainment 

highlighting bold discoveries 

and innovations, while 

emphasizing our mission of 

reversing, preventing, and 

curing cardiovascular disease.  


